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siderably less cohesive than the neat cement, cannot be
rammed so hard into the moulds ; the effect of hard ram-
ming is simply to press down the mass where struck by the
rammer, while at the same time a corresponding quantity of
the mortar is forced out at another part of the mould. From
personal experience, it has been found that the best method
of making sand briquettes, is to combine the operations of
first ramming lightly with a wooden rammer, and afterwards
beating in with a spatula or trowel, the beating being ac-
complished with a loose wrist, and the action being more
of a " flip " than a direct blow. In the matter of water used
for gauging sand briquettes, the same remarks apply as for
gauging neat cement; no hard-and-fast rule can be laid
down on this point, the best results being obtained when,
after lightly ramming and beating with a spatula, as
described, the water just shows on the surface of the
briquette, denoting that there is just sufficient to lubricate
the particles and enable them to flux properly into the
interstices.
The British Standard Specification follows this practice
very closely, the wording as regards water to be used being
as follows: " The mixture of cement and sand shall be
gauged with so much water as to be moist throughout,
but no surplus of water shall appear when the mixture is
gently beaten in with a trowel."
Although, as a rule, the ramming and filling of the
moulds is performed by hand, mechanical means are
occasionally employed. Fig. 72 shows Dr Bohme's ham-
mer apparatus for that purpose ; it is largely used on
the Continent, and, as will be seen on reference to
Appendix IV., is particularly specified in the German
Standard Specification and Rules for Testing. For use
with this machine, the mould has a filling box E, attached
to it by spring clips F F. The sand and cement having